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THESIS ABSTRACT





	The search for alternatives to predominant practices or systems speaks of the human’s insatiable quest for authentic fulfillment and happiness.  Human fulfillment is not only material but also spiritual.  Therefore humanity’s search  for alternatives involves anthropological and theological questions.


	The Christians’ search for alternatives is always a consequence of an evangelical lifestyle.  Christians of all times, beginning with those of the first Christian community to different religious orders and charitable institutions until today’s lay movements, have never ceased living their faith concretely in charity in order to help the least of the community.


	The Church through the Magisterium, particularly in its social teaching, has always taught that all Christians, particularly the laity, need to transform the structures and systems of society by animating them with the Gospel spirit so as to realize a civilization of love.  In the field of economy, Christian social teaching reiterates implicitly the need to find a “third way”, a way that either corrects, transforms, renews or totally changes the existing anomalies of the capitalist or collectivist systems.


	However, the Christian “third way” can only be realized not primarily through a theoretical combination of what is good in capitalism and collectivism but through the practice of the Christian community’s latent evangelical values in all its aspects of life including economic activity.


	This is the framework of the Economy of communion.  The Economy of Communion is a project launched by the Focolare Movement, an international Catholic lay movement, through its founder Chiara Lubich, seven years ago in Brazil.  The primary aim of the project was to answer immediately the needs of the poor within the movement.  The project came not so much as a result of technical planning but as a fruit of the Holy Spirit  manifesting His plan through different circumstances and persons.  In launching the project, Chiara Lubich together with all the members of the movement, saw that the movement’s experience of communion of goods, practiced freely with varying degrees of commitment since the beginning, could be extended from the local communities to a global sharing of resources, skills and technology in order to start businesses or re-direct existing ones with the purpose of helping others, particularly the poor.   	


	The profit generated by the businesses would be freely put in common, divided into three parts and distributed for the needs of the poor, for business development, and for the formation of new men and women (Eph. 4, 23-24) in the life of the Gospel.


	The immediate response of the members of the movement in Brazil and throughout the world showed that the project was practicable and sustainable in spite of some difficulties caused principally by inexperience.


	Through the Economy of Communion,  three Philippine enterprises, viz.,  Ancilla Group of Companies, a consultancy and training company; Giacomino’s Pizza and Pasta, a fast-food company started by a young entrepreneur in 1994; Bangko Kabayan - Ibaan Rural Bank, Inc.,  a leading rural bank in the province of Batangas, have acquired a strong Christian motivation that tapped their  inherent dynamism, potential, and traditions to reach optimal growth.  Though operating within the present economic system and with sound economic and management fundamentals, the three enterprises have provisionally yet progressively re-oriented, corrected and transformed the existing economic  practice with evangelical values.  Their fidelity and effort  to give an ethical primacy over economic structures by living reciprocal relationship without excluding the poor have harvested fruits, not only in terms of profits but also in terms of total human fulfillment that can never be measured by any amount of money.


	The Economy of Communion in the experience of the three companies points out that an alternative development as a Christian paradigm (1) flows from and returns to the whole person; (2) needs the Christian community with its different charisms; (3) realizes the total well-being 
