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ABSTRACT
AIM obbiettivo
This thesis examines the basic elements of the EoC and the way it emerges in current economic and financial context.


METHOD metodo
The PhD project was based on the masters thesis which was a more theoretical study and compared the EoC with mainstream economic thinking. The origins of the findings of the PhD thesis itself are an extensive empirical study which was composed of a participate study of the general situation, of a standardised interview and a basic financial and entrepreneurial data of each firm. From May 1997 to February 1998 110 EoC businesses and social projects of the Focolare Movement were visited and analysed in the above described manner.



CONCLUSIONS 

conclusioni
There is a „non-egocentric" alternative to the behavior supposed by currently prevailing economic sciences. On the one hand this alternative behavior leads to economic institutions and structures which in an ideal case are free of problems like poverty and unemployment. On the other hand it creates social harmony (community) which was identified to be the development objective of man as well as individually and social fulfillment.

The Economy of Communion is a network of economic agents who have the objective to put „non-egocentric“ behavior into practice. This results in an interesting new type of firm which has the characteristics of a „service unit“ and of which many details are worked out in the thesis. In addition this „community behavior“ leads to interesting organizational and financial structures created by a big number of persons with the objective to support the new firms and the goals of the Economy of Communion. The opportunities and  risks of these structures were also discussed under the title „Economy of Communion Group“. The challenge of the EoC is to grow in the context of current financial and economic system. Main elements of success were identified to be the focus on „community“ and tight global cooperation of all supporters of the project . First elements of a model of social and economic transformation which focuses on the realization of the human potential and which has its origin in community behavior and its finality in „social harmony" were worked out.
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