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ABSTRACT
AIM obbiettivo
With this work I intend to approach the following research problem: in which ways do the religious organizations promote the entrepreneurship among their members and how they support the enterprising follower in Brazil?

METHOD metodo
The research has the economic sociological approach and the strategy I use in it is the qualitative and comparative case study of two religious organizations. The first one is about the Catholic Church, called Focolare Movement. The other one is about an Evangelical Church, which in Brazil is called Renascer em Cristo (Reborn in Christ). The data were collected from observation, interviews and documental research.



CONCLUSIONS 

conclusioni
In general, the religious structures of the analyzed organizations make a special type of social capital, called "spiritual capital" – through closure  of social networks, appropriable social organization, obligations and norms, information channels and religious networks of mutual aid – capable to create and support organizational resources, which are cultural-symbolic resources, education, information and spiritual supportive and motivational spaces, which are mobilized in a way that facilitates the entrepreneurs’ actions. 

These resources give relative advantages to the entrepreneurs, such as: "religious technologies"; psychological support; costs reduction of the collection of the information and the access to it, negotiation and contracts; specific information and interpreted in agreement with the world´s religious point of view; a meaning system that creates that view and sustained it by the plausibility of the structures, giving them great self-confidence, hope and faith concerning their businesses; technical services by members of the organization; development of the human capital via continuous learning through courses, seminars, lectures, and congresses; experience exchanges; and businesses possibilities, including partnerships, suppliers and customers.
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