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ABSTRACT
Aim, methods and conclusions

The distinction between the ‘cultural’ and the ‘economic’ has become increasingly blurred in recent years within human geography. The re-emergence of the ‘cultural’ in the ‘economic’, which is highlighted by the search for so called ‘alternative economic geographies’, discloses underlying normative concerns for a more socially and environmentally sustainable economy. Within such considerations, the question of geographical scale is of crucial importance, since many such geographies are often bound up in localised understandings of culture and of economic action. The thesis argues that insights into global economic alternatives can be gained from examining existing global cultures which are in contrast to the market. Religious movements form one of the most ancient, but also one of the most enduring and controversial examples of such global cultures. Such movements, it is argued, could be one possible source, not only of localised alternatives to the dominant capitalist regime, but of emerging global alternative economic geographies. Through ethnographic research, the various geographies of one such emerging global socio-religious movement, the Focolare, are examined in depth. It is argued that this movement offers a social vision, rooted in the idea of a Trinitarian perspective, which therein contains concepts of economic life and its relationship to other dimensions of human existence not present within contemporary economic discourses. 

The thesis considers, in particular, the emergence of a global ‘economic’ project, the Economy of Sharing, which grew from within the Focolare Movement in 1991. It first explores the evolution of the Economy of Sharing, providing a statistical overview of the main contours of the project. It also examines the various local, regional and global organisational structures which form the institutional dimension of the project. The implementation of the Economy of Sharing is then examined at a local level in the social, cultural and economic geographies of two contrasting regions: Sao Paulo in Brazil and Milan in Italy. The different spaces in which the Economy of Sharing is applied are then examined in turn. In successive chapters, the spaces of sharing of the Economy of Sharing are opened out, from the local to the global, examining the new possibilities and conflicts which arise through the application of the Focolare’s ethos at these different scales. The thesis concludes by asking what could be the wider implications of this economic and social experiment. In a series of more theoretical reflections, three inter-linking themes with particular geographical pertinence are re-examined in the light of the empirical research: the relationships between the cultural and the economic, the economic as networks, and the question of care for distant strangers. The possible futures of the Economy of Sharing are explored and the potential of the concept to solve the pressing global problem of the distribution of wealth are considered. Lorna Gold ©



Key words:

Globalisation, culture of giving, social justice, Trinitarian perspective, networks, ethic of care, religious movements, new social movements

DOCUMENTS AND DATA AVAILABLE:

Two word files containing text of thesis: 

Lorna Gold thesis 1.doc (cover page, abstract, contents, introduction)

Lorna Gold thesis 2.doc (main thesis body, bibliography, appendices)

Note: these files do not contain the numerous illustrations, maps and other supporting materials (data sampling information, transcripts). These files are available on request at the author’s discretion. 

I am willing for the above material to be used for consultation. Contact lfg2@york.ac.uk



